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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good evening, my name is Richard Garza II and I am a voting member of the North East Texas Regional Water Planning Group Region D Board. I am Van Zandt County’s voice in regional water planning. It is my privilege to be here and thank you to Mr. Collins and Ms. Duke for the invitation to speak before the Republican Party Club of Van Zandt and the public.
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CITY OF CANTON'S
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

2004 | Canton’s Comprehensive Plan projects
ultimate population of 34,265

Utilizes a 2.5% compounded annual growth
rate for future planning.

(Despite their 1.2% historical growth rate)



https://cdn.flowpage.com/images/02a4ccbd-ce81-40f0-8fe0-f6889aeee3bb-pdf?m=1753813290

GARY BURTON
ENGINEERING INC. STUDY

2008 | They hired Gary Burton Engineering,

Inc. (GBEI) to do a study which listed multiple
recommendations and cost-effective solutions
for Canton’s water needs & projected growth.

|dentifying Mill Creek (over Grand Saline
Creek) as the preferred reservoir site.



https://www.grandsalinecreek.com/_files/ugd/1c51a2_6bae659fb6144fcaaf141a644a332f4e.pdf

COMMUNITY OPPOSITION

2009-2010 | Canton covertly aligns cities to
sign a resolution to support looking into a
reservoir for water needs

2011 | Canton chose Grand Saline Creek for
the Reservoir site, community opposition
emerges, and it was dropped.

(or so they thought)



https://www.facebook.com/share/p/17VT5UUdJm/

CITY OF CANTON
GRAND SALINE CREEK
RESERVOIR STUDY

2016 | City commissions Johnson & Pace, Inc.
(JPI) to assess Grand Saline Creek, without

reassessing Mill Creek as a reservoir site, they
issued their report the following year in 2017.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The JPI study concluded that given current water supply conditions, along with indirect or direct recuse, the City of Canton could supply an estimated population of 9,000 people.
They erroneously state that JPI concurs with the 2009 Long-Term Water Study where they say GBEI recommended Grand Saline Creek as the most feasible reservoir site. That is incorrect it was the 2008 GBEI that stated Mill Creek as the preferred location.

https://cdn.flowpage.com/images/f53b1f93-0b17-4db1-bb7c-ba32edee6239-pdf?m=1753539254

GRAND SALINE CREEK TOPO MAP

PREPARED FOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JUNE 20 2017

GRAND SALINE CREEK RESERVOIR
CANTON, TEXAS
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GRAND SALINE CREEK
RESERVOIR FATAL FLAW
REPORT

2019 | Canton hires CP&Y, Inc. who created a
Fatal Flaw Report and assisted with the permit
application.

This report is publicized less than 48 hours
before Region D meeting
(Echoes lack of transparency)



https://static1.squarespace.com/static/687e4d119f6e495724f2900d/t/688a5f38de88762e2aabcbc1/1753898808853/Grand+Saline+Creek+Reservoir+Fatal+Flaw+Report+FINAL+03+14+2019.pdf

GRAND SALINE CREEK DAM

Flood Zone: 1652 to Hwy 20 (Dark BIue_Watershed)

b

Impoundment
Dam Crest Elevation: 423 f-AMSL
Dam Crest Length: 2,600 ft

Service Spillway Crest Elevation: 415 ft-AMSL
Service Spillway Crest Length: 850 ft

Emergency Spillway Crest Elevation: 416 f-AMSL
Emergency Spillway Crest Length: 2,500 ft

f
b

Diversion Point
95°44'1.94" W, 32°37'28.936" N

Conservation Pool

Elev: 415 fl-AMSL
_ | Surface Area: 1,863 acres
| Volume: 21,318 ac-fi

Meximum Reservoir WSEL
Elevation: 421 f-AMSL
Surface Area: 2,173 acres
Volume: 21,571 ac-ft

Drainage Area
Area: 37.05 sq.mi.

Probable Maximum Precipitation
43.8 inches in 48 hours
[

Legend
— Meaximum WSEL
Proposed 2500' Dam
"% Drainage_Area
415" AMSL - Conservation Pool Elevation



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Drainage area 37 square miles	
Conservation Pool 415 ft ASML 	Surface Area 1663 acres
Maximum Reservoir Elevation 421 ft ASML	Surface Area 2,173 acres

A better way to understand these numbers is that should a 100- or 500-year flood (PMF) event occur water would inundate the I-20 right of way and Wood County Electrical Substation.


CITY OF CANTON'S 2023
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

2023 | Canton revised their Comprehensive
Plan to project 6,126 population by 2035 with
a 2.5% annual growth rate

They maintain their 2.5% CAGR despite 19
years at or below their historical compounded
annual growth of 1.2%

(one of many population ‘guess-timates’) T~


https://webgen1files1.revize.com/cantontx/Documents/Comp%20Plan/2023%20Comp%20Plan.pdf

O
CANTON’S GROWTH CHART PROJECTIONS

——2017 Water Study (3.7% from 2017 Permit Application)
2004 Comprehensive Plan Projection (2.5%
Annual Growth)

—+—Data Supported Projection (1.2% Annual Growth)

-= -Region D



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2017 – 54,133 (3.7%) | 2004 Comp 22351 (2/5%) | Data Supported 8472 (1.2%) | Region D 8644 (1.21%)


2025 Estimated
Project Costs
Reflect More

Accurate Data &
Inflation Since
2017 & 2019

"ESTIMATED COST

Grand Saline Creek Reservoir

$151,515,267

74,879,600

15,000,000

$47,676,044

26,395,364 61,635,667

11,280,680
10,000,000

CANTON (2019) 2025 ESTIMATE

Land Value Utilities Construction


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Compare that to the cost of water wells at Region D’s estimated $1,118,00.00 per well.



2025 TIMELINE

Affected

2031 Planning
Period Begins

August 13 TBD
Attempted Canton Homeowners Region D Water L
. : ; IPP Finalized for
Removal from Submitted Water Found out Via Planning Group 2026
2026 IPP Rights Permit Word of Mouth Meeting
2025 O ‘ O 5 ? ‘ ? $ O ‘ O O
Jan Feb Mar Apr May 14 Jun July 13 Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Region D Protest
WATER RIGHTS PERMIT APPLICATION IPP Public Letters Due
GRAND SALINE RESERVOIR Hearin g
July 10 July 22 July 31 Aug 5 Aug 11 Aug 12
Grand Saline ISD  Grand Saline  Wills Point Commissioner’s Edgewood Farm Bureau
Withdrawal Withdrawal Court Resolution Withdrawal Unanimous
Opposition

«*'”

ON,
City of Canton
@ 201 North Buffalo
Canton, Texas 75103

/, Tex

ngview,
April, 2025

°


https://www.tceq.texas.gov/downloads/permitting/water-rights/pending/application/sabine-14122-city-of-canton.pdf

RECOMMENDED
STRATEGIES




REGION D'S CURRENT
RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES

* Drilling More Wells —$1,118,000
* |Indirect / Direct Reuse - $20,194,000


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The City of Tyler, Texas had 12 water wells in 2008 according to the 2008 GBEI study.


POSSIBLE

ALTERNATIVE
STRATEGIES
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PURCHASE TREATED
WATER FROM THE CITY
OF TYLER, TEXAS

As was previously mentioned GBEI conducted
negotiations with the City of Tyler about entering

into a long-term wholesale water contract. It is

worth repeating, GBEI states, gLEN {1 EHS

contract is very reasonable and fair."}



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2008 GBEI study states the City of Tyler was willing to provide the City of Canton 5.78 Million Gallons Daily (MGD) at a rate of $1.74 per thousand gallons.
The estimated cost for this project according to GBEI in 2008 was $45,253,447.00


TOLEDO BEND
RESERVOIR WATER
RIGHTS & PIPELINE

This strategy is referenced in the current NETRWPG Region D

2026 IPP. However, due to Region C’s desire to pursue new
reservoir construction i.e. Marvin Nichols the Toledo Bend

project has been delayed.

The NETRWPG supports the proposal of the Sabine River
Authority to build Prairie Creek Reservoir, if used in conjunction
with a pipeline from Toledo Bend, to supply water to both

Region D and Region C.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The NETRWPG Region D Board strongly supports this effort and is advocating for this strategy. There is potentially 1 million acre-ft per year that the SRA of Texas has unallocated. The SRA of Louisiana also has an estimated 1 million acre-ft per year available. Currently this water is allowed to run into the Gulf. 
1 acre-ft is equal to 325,851 gallons
1 million acre-ft is equal to 325,851,000,000 billion gallons a year
2 million acre-ft is equal to 651,702,000,000 billion gallons a year


AQUIFER STORAGE
AND RECOVERY (ASR)

ASR is a method of injecting treated surface water into the aquifer during

periods of low water demand and storing for use during months of high-

water demand.

Canton has been identified by the Sabine River Authority to qualify for a

‘6T 1sSnNoONV

study of artificial recharge as a smaller city with a population of about 3,000. |
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WHERE ARE
WE NOW
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CANTON WATER RIGHTS

m TEXAS COMMISSION ON

UEmvaNALuuLIT? PERMIT (WRPERM 14122)

Administrative . Technical . 30-Day Public Contested TCEQ Final
Review Review Notice for Case Hearing Decision
Comments

¢ 30-60 Days
-90-120
Days if
Notices of
Deficiency

(NODs) for
incomplete
data are
issued

1-2 Years if Uncontested | 3-5 Years if Contested

¢ 60-120 Days e Qur
(incomplete opportunity
data to schedule
increases to meetings
3-6+ and write

months) letters

¢ Can contest
case here
and request
a hearing

® 6-12 months
to schedule,
60-90 days
fora
Proposal For
Decision
(PFD)

°6-12
months,
includes
legal
reviews,
public
meetings,
and possible
additional
comments


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
While written comments are accepted by the TCEQ the usual time for oral comments is after the Technical review phase. Please be advised if it becomes contested there are rules that govern who and how communication conducted. These proceedings are similar to civil and criminal court proceedings. They are conducted by State Office of Administrative Hearings (SOAH).


TCEQ - PERMIT STATUS

Visit the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality for Basic Status

Updates - www.tceq.texas.gov

Or View the TCEQ Commissioners'
Integrated Database (CID) for a
complete history. (WRPERM 14122)

Report Results 1 of 1

Applicant/Respondent Name, TCEQ Customer Number: Status: ACTIVE
CITY OF CANTON, CN600736086 Item Type: PROTESTANT

Regulated Entity Name, Regulated Entity Number:
WRPERM 14122, RN112200274

TCEQ Docket Num: Program: WATERIGHT Permit Number: WRPERM 14122
SOAH Docket Num:

County, TCEQ Region:
VAN ZANDT, REGION 05 - TYLER

Doc. Type: PERMIT

Protestant Information

Note: Allow up to five or more business days after the end of the comment period for comments or hearing requests to be included in
this total.

Comments Received: 18 Hearing Requests Received: 0 Public Meetings Received: 0

Activity Action List:
Date Document Type
No Activity Actions found

Filings received since July 2009 can be downloaded as a PDF by clicking on the Filing Title.
Filings:

Date Received Filing Title
No Filings found

18 Comments found

Comment letters, etc. received since November 2008 can be downloaded as a PDF by clicking on the Correspondence Type

Date Received _ correspondence Type |[Comments Submitted Electronically

08/07/2025 8:51 AM ARMISTEA Comme”t LI
Engllsh
Comment Written

08/05/2025 1:29 PM ARMISTEAD AL M"N”tte"
@Qih

organized group opposing this reservoir. If you look
throuiah nast Citv Council minutes the oriainal site that


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The following QR Code will carry you to the TCEQ’s website where you may enter the alpha numeric number to see the current status and any comments concerning the City of Canton’s pending water right application.

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/

TCEQ - PERMIT STATUS

e Visit the Texas Commission on

Environmental Quality for Basic Status

Updates - www.tceq.texas.gov

:: .:.....

o 0000 00 o 00000
§. o 00 00 0000
P, 0

e OrView the TCEQ Commissioners' Bivacy, p, awcope ™

Integrated Database (CID) for a

complete history. (WRPERM 14122)


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The following QR Code will carry you to the TCEQ’s website where you may enter the alpha numeric number to see the current status and any comments concerning the City of Canton’s pending water right application.

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/

= LEGISLATION
| itdi/ TO LOOK FOR




LEGISLATION TO
LOOK FOR

Senator Bob Hall & Representative Brent Money

SB27 SB41 HB162

EMINENT DOMAIN GROUNDWATER EMINENT DOMAIN
Restrict political subdivisions, Prohibits exports of more Prohibits cities from exercising
from using eminent domain to than 5% of ground water to eminent domain beyond their
acquire private property other districts. boundaries.

outside their jurisdictional

limits


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I want to extend my personal gratitude to Senator Hall and his staff, for proactively reaching out to me, and working diligently behind the scenes to help resolve this manufactured crisis. We need strong commonsense leadership to stop abusive government, and yet plan for the future without infringing on the rights of all citizens. Although you may not see or hear Bob, I believe Senator Hall is making every effort to do just that. Representative Money has also became very active and engaged regarding the proposed Grand Saline Creek Reservoir. While I have not meet him personally or worked with his staff, I hope that moving forward Representative Money and I can also work closely to help plan for the future water needs of Van Zandt County and the North East Texas Region.


FORMATION OF A GROUND
WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Confirmed Grounduwater Conservation Districts =
. Bandera County River Authority & Groundwater District - 11/7/1989
(=2, Barton Springs/Edwards Aquifer CD - 8113/1987
e GCD - 1120120
[0 4. Blanco-P edemales GCD - 1/23/2001

-1t
[ 15. Coastal Plains GCD - 11/6/2001
5 16. Coke County UWCD - 11/4/1986
- Colorado County GCD - 11/6/2007
6/1712015

GCD - 11/5/2002
2121 Crockett County GCD - 112611991
= erson County GCD -5/2/1998
55 23. Duval County GCD -7/25/2009
5 24. Evergreen UWCD -830/
5 25, Fayatte County CCD - 11/6/2
26, Garza County UWCD - 11/5/1996
55 27. Gateway GCD - 6/3/2003
[128. Glasscock GCD - 8/22/1881
2329, Goliad County GCD - 11/6/2001
WCD - 11721994
GCD - 11/1411988

38 Hudspeth County UWCD No. 1 -1
339 Irion County WCD -8/2/1585
55 40. Jeff Davis County UWCD - 11/2/1953
5 41 Kenedy County GCD - 11/212008

Confirmed Groundwater
Conservation Districts (Cont) * .
. Kimble County GCD -53/2002 '\
. Kinney County GCD - 11212002

. Lipan-Kickapoo WCD - 11/3/1987
Live Oak UWCD - 1177/

. Llano Estacado UWCD - 1131998

3 -11/4/1986
. Mid-East Texas GCD - 11/6/12002

_ Middle Pecos GOD - 11/5/2002

. Middle Trinity GCD - 5/412002

. Neches & Trinity Valleys GCD - 11/612001
- North Plains GCD - 1/2/19¢

. Pecan Valley GCD - 11/612001
Permian Basin UWCD -9121/1885

. San Patricio County GCD - 51272007
€D - 1177/1889
X 191
. Saratoga UWCD - 11/7/1989
South Plains UWCD - 28/1992
utheast Texas GCD - 117212004
. Southern Trinity GCD - 619/2009
Southwestern Travis Courty GCD - 11572018
Starr County GCD -1/6/2007
Sterling County UWCD - 1131987
. Sutton County UWCD - 451986
 Terrsll County GCD - 11/612012 . .
. Texana GCD - 11/6/2001 Other Districts
. Trinity Glen Rose GCD - 11/6/2002 I
. Upper Trinity GCD - 11/6/2007 5 Edwards Aduifer Authoriyy
A Aty .t R Harrs Galveston Subsidence District
. Victoria County GCD - 8512005 Fort Bend Subsidence District

-
=
]
=
o
=
=5
=
=2
=
-
=
=
E

=]
=
=
]
=
=]
=
]
-
=
=
=]
=
=]
=
-
=
=
5
=]
L

=
E

=
=]
=
=
o
=
=
=
=
]
=
C

=
-
=
=

| Wes-Tex GCD - 11/5/2002
. Wintergarden GCD - 1/17/1998 3 County Boundaries

Confirmed districts are arranged in alphab
Dates indicate when district was ostablished by law or elos

= Disticts that have, in whole or part, authority as ass
by Chapter 36 of the Texas Water Code. Please refer questions

istrct themselves
ovigroundwater/conservation_districts index.asp)

== The subsidence districts and the Edwards Aquifor Authority are not
rvation districts as defined under Chapter 36 of the
ater Codo, but have the ability to regulato groundwater production
(Senate Bill 1537 from the 79th Legislative Session and House Bill 2723
from the 85th Lagislative Session).

Groundwater Conservation District GIS Data created by the Toxas
on Environmental Quality. For more information,
please contact TCEQ at 512-239-1000 or wras@tced.texas.gov.

(GWCD)

DISCLAIMER: This map was generated hy tho Texas Water Development Board using
GIS (Geographical Information System) software. No claims are made to the accuracy
or completeness of the information shown horein nor to ts suital

use. The scale and location of all mapped data are approximate. Map date: NOV-2019

TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD

oo Texas Water

RS erBowil Development Board

We are the ONLY
region in the State
of Texas that doesn’t
have one.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Unfortunately, the time has come for the creation of a GWCD. While I am a firm believer in limited government, we now have private citizens as well as political entities that may seek to exploit the ground water we have long taken for granted. The creation of a GWCD would help prevent political subdivisions or private citizens with deep pockets from extracting ground water faster than the aquifers can replenish themselves. GWCD’s should not affect private property owners and ag operations from exercising their Texas Constitutional rights to drill water wells on their private land. It is primarily designed to regulate cities and commercial well operations.


HOW TO
LEARN MORE




HOW TO LEARN MORE

Grand Saline Creek
grandsalinecreek.com

 WEB
NETRWPG

Region D Planning Group

rwrd.org/region-d
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The following QR Code will carry you to a link on TCEQ’s website where you may sign up for email updates regarding any water right pending with the agency. You will need to enter WRPERM 14122 as this is the # assigned to the City of Canton’s Grand Saline Creek application.


SOURCES

1999 Comprehensive Sabine Watershed Management Plan
2004 Comprehensive Plan — Canton, TX

2008 City of Canton Long-Term Water Study Surface Water
Supply

2017 City of Canton Grand Saline Creek Reservoir Study
2023 Comprehensive Plan — Canton, TX

2025 TCEQ Water Right Permit Application - WRPERM 4122



THANK YOU
STAY ENGAGED

Richard Garza ll
North East Texas Regional Water Planning Group —

(Region D)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To conclude I want to express my sincere gratitude to the following for all their efforts in helping me and their fellow Van Zandter’s fight this injustice. Senator Hall and his staffer Chris Morris, Representative Money, Micah Lewis and the Grand Saline ISD School Board, The Cities of Grand Saline, Willis Point, & Edgewood. The Van Zandt County Commissioners Court including Commissioner Curtis & Judge Reese, The Van Zandt County Farm Bureau including Chairman Clayton Conway, Lorie Wilson, John Borgstedt, Suzi & Tim Worley, the Melton and Swain families and all the citizens of Grand Saline Creek and Van Zandt County who showed up to meetings and offered their talents and voices. Last but not least thank you to my fellow NETRWPG Region D Board Members who have entrusted empowered and supported me in this fight. Their unanimous vote not only helps Grand Saline Creek, but demonstrated their faith in me as one of the youngest and most junior members of the board. While the fight is not over yet, these people have proven what it means to be a true Texan. I am proud of this community and its’ fight for righteousness and justice.
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